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Events and Times

Regular Meeting March 11,
2016 at 7:00 PM at the St.
Paul Lutheran Church,
Trauger

March Breakfasts will be at
Denny's Restaurant
Greensburg (across from
Greengate)
8:30 AM, March 9, 2016
8:30 AM, March 23, 2016

The Prez Says

Wow its March already. And I’m still paying January’s bills? My dear
old Dad said time went faster the older you got, and he was right.
I feel that the club is going along nicely. This month’s meeting we
Thursday Night Training will
try to get the schedule nailed down tightly. So those of you in
March 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31,
charge
of events and committees please come up with times and the
2016 at the field (weather
permitting). Don't forget, if rules for your events. Also, we still need a chairman for the Cooking
the weather is bad, we meet part of open day. Remember, no chairman = no cooked food!
Coming this month, CPAA Flea Market in Lebanon, PA, Toledo Show
at Westmoreland Mall Food
April 1-3, and the time Springs ahead one hour on 3/13/2016 so
Court about 7:00 PM - venue
Thursday training should start soon.
& times could change and
Remember when you attend a meeting, get an end of year ticket,
will appear in a notification put your name on it and place it in the box. Rumors are swirling
via email.
around the internet –what will be the End of year drawing PRIZE.
Well, due to the rules of the drawing I cannot
divulge that info. I can tell you it will not be a
2meter Pattern Plane.
Finally, I want to thank Bill Cecchetti Jr. for going
over setting up the Spektrum Dx9 transmitter at
last months after meeting- meeting. I’ve had no
additional requests at this time for a subject for
another after meeting mee--- gotta come up with a
better name for this thing---ting. If you have a
subject you would like covered, let me know.
Now go over your batteries, are the glue joints
still strong on that plane, hinges solid, servos all in
working condition, fuel tank tubing ok? Now get
out and start flying.
Next month.

Ma r k

Minutes of the Meeting of
February 12th, 2016

The meeting was called to order by President Mark
Yothers with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
There were 20 members present. The minutes of
the January meeting were approved as published in
the February newsletter. Secretary Don Accorsi,
circulated a flyer for the Northeast Ohio Electric
Festival, sponsored by the Ohio Indoor RC Flyers
Club for the benefit of the Wounded Warriors
Project, at the University of Akron Field House, on
March 18th-20th. He also circulated a copy of the
latest AMA bulletin and an example of Scotch SelfSeal Laminating Pouches He used one to laminate
an FAA Small UAS Certificate of Registration. The
Treasurer’s report was approved as given by
Treasurer Rene Marquis. President Yothers
announced the raffle prize: a large collection of
various handy tools from Harbor Freight. Newsletter
Editor, Linda Pollock reported that everything is still
OK with the newsletter, and reminded everyone to
keep sending notes and pictures of your projects
and other items of interest. You can e-mail them to
her at newsletter@lhmac.org . Please send pictures
in .jpeg format, not .pdf. President Yothers also
reported that conditions at the field are good, and
word from our webmaster is that everything is good
with the website.
O l d Bu s i n e s s :
(a) Museum Committee: Dean Pollock (Chairman),
Rene Marquis and Fred Snyder. Dean is still trying to
contact the airport management to set up a
meeting to discuss the program. A friend of his
from Irwin has donated an Eastern Airlines DC-3
model, with a wingspan of 81 inches, to the
museum. There is also a possibility of obtaining
Fred Dey's P-51 Mustang from his daughter and
donating it to the museum.
(b) Gate Lock: Nothing new to report on the lock for
the field gate. Still waiting for word from the
maintenance office.
(c) Foamy Warbird Races: CD - Lyman Petrosky.
Dates are May 1 & 15, June 5 & 26, July 10 & 31,
August 14 & 28 and September 11 & 25 (all
Sundays). The rules will be pretty much the same as
last year, except that your 7 best scores will be
taken, so that missing a race or two will not hurt
you. Other races (e.g., Snyder Cup, trainers,
electrics, etc.) will be held between warbird heats.
Suggestions of other type races are welcome.
(d) Snyder Cup: CD - Mark Yothers. Sunday, July 17.
Rules will probably be the same as last year. Speed
trials will be 2 passes.
(e) Scale Contest: CD - Lester Faroux. Sunday, July
17. He stated emphatically that documentation is
definitely required. Rules will be announced in a
prior newsletter.
(f) Endurance Contest: CD - Jim Andrews. Sunday,
July 10. Rules will be a "last minute surprise".

(g) Opening Day Picnic: Sunday, May 29. Flea
Market will begin at 10:00. Food will be served at
Noon, but we still need a food chairman. Let
President Yothers know if you are interested. If no
food chairman, there will be no food other than
what members bring to share. Fun Fly will begin
at 2:00. CD's are Lester Faroux and Rene Marquis.
(h) Night Flys: Back on. AMA says it is still OK for
community based organizations, which we are. CDBill Cecchetti, Jr.
(i) Float Fly: CD - Jerry Thomas. Will also promote
with other clubs.
(j) Model Aviation Day: CD - Tim Bartlow. Details to
be announced.
(k) Training Instructors: Same as last year. New
volunteers also welcome. AMA instructor
registration is not needed.
(l) High Wing Tuesdays: High Wing Tuesdays, Wacky
Wednesdays, Stick Day or any other kind of
novelty flying are all still possibilities. President
Yothers will call them as needed.
(m) Anything Goes Pylon Races: CD - Tim Bartlow.
Tim will organize and announce them when ready.
(n) Road Trips: Linda Pollock will research costs of
trips (possible package deals) to Wright Patterson
and some other museums. No information yet on
AMA & NATS conventions. Start thinking and
planning for such events as flea markets (e.g.,
Lebanon, PA; Perry, GA; Toledo, OH; etc.), fly-ins
(e.g., Joe Nall, etc.) and EAA Convention. Organize
travel groups for camaraderie and to save travel
expenses. Let President Yothers know so he can
announce at meetings and help.
(o) Flea Market: Decision on hold for now, but
considering partnership with other clubs such as
Keystone Clippers, Mon Valley, Northmoreland, etc.
(p) DOT/FAA Registration: AMA says we should go
ahead and register according to current
regulations. Possibility of using our AMA number in
the future, but not certain. Registration or not is an
individual choice. LHMAC does not require it and
will not check on you.
(q) Field Rules Posted: Bill Kline performed the task
of posting our new Field Rules on the impound at
our field. (Thank you, Bill. Nice job!)
(r) Refreshments: Thanks to Jeff Moyer for
procuring the doughnuts and beverages for
tonight's meeting. Thanks also to Lyman Petrosky
and his wife for the delicious Chocolate Éclair
Dessert.
N e w Bu s i n e s s :
(a) Golf 'n Fly: A motion was carried to obtain AMA
coverage and participate in Donnie Gilbert's Golf 'N
Fly, "Wings, Wheels & Whiffs", at his Ridgeview
Golf Club in Ligonier, on April 16th. The Laurel
Highlands British Car Club is also invited to show
their cars. Other airplane clubs will also be invited.
A schedule of events will be sent by e-mail.
(b) Air Show: The Westmoreland County (Latrobe)
Air Show is early this year, May 21st
& 22nd. Vice President Ron Morgan
is following up on it to find out if our

Minutes continued:
club is invited to participate this year. Details to
follow. Other clubs may be invited to join us.
(c) Next Meeting: Our next meeting will be Friday,
March 11th, 7:00 PM, at St. Paul's Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Trauger. Anyone wishing to
conduct the activity or presentation after that
meeting, please contact President Mark Yothers.
Hope to see you all there!
Show & Tell:
Ron Gade showed his airplane preparation and
starting stand, built from plastic pipe, and complete
set of plans for building one. The cost of building it is
$40.00 or less. It folds up, comes apart and only
weighs a few pounds. Very neat!

D on A c c or s i

Respectfully submitted,

Your Roving Reporter

From: The Roving Reporter

Dean Pollock showed a K & S Precision Metals set of
5 (spring type) tubing benders for 1/16" to 3/16"
tubing. He bought it for $3.00 on E-Bay.

Raffle:
The winner of the Harbor Freight tools assortment
was Bill Cecchetti, Jr.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 PM.
After the meeting a Seminar on the Spectrum DX-9
Radio System was conducted by Bill Cecchetti, Jr.

Hi Everyone, another month has passed, and we
are getting closer to our upcoming Spring weather.
February weather, and colder temperatures did
curtail any kind of decent flying days, with only a
few hit and miss days. It’s good to see the longer
daylight, as we continue towards Spring.
The Murraysville Arcs had their semi-annual
auction and swap shop on Feb 7, 2016, and the
turnout was excellent. There were a lot of nice
planes, kits, and accessories up for grabs. As
usual, a lot of dealing went on before the auction
started, and money and merchandise exchanged
hands.

Your Roving Reporter
continued

home with that”!! The Stinson is a plane I have
wanted for a long time, and I did end up buying it.
Needless to say, I can’t wait till the weather breaks,
and I get the maiden on this one. We had a pretty
good group of our club members in attendance,
and a bunch of us went home with some new
additions to our hangar.

The last weekend of Feb turned out exceptionally
nice with temps in the 50’s and 60’s. A bunch of us
decided to venture out to the field, just to get out of
the house. Around 12 of us got out there, and
While I was perusing all the goodies, I picked up a
few miscellaneous items that were on my “grocery
list”. There were a lot of planes being unloaded and
logged in for the auction, when I spotted a plane I
was looking for. I walked over to the auction tables
up front, and “LO & BEHOLD” I saw a beautiful
Stinson 108 Voyager. I said to myself – “I’m going

although it was quit breezy, a few did bring a plane

Your Roving Reporter
continued

to fly. Jim Andrews was already in the air when I
got there, with his “Rapier II”, and did a great job

managing the breezy conditions. Bill Cecchetti
brought his EP “Orbit”, and despite the winds,
managed to get a nice flight in. Bill really likes
this plane, and it is definitely a great looking
plane, and a good flyer. The field looks to be in
pretty good condition, with a few lumpy spots, as
the ground gets this way in the Winter. It is still
good enough to fly off, with a decent size tire.

On a final couple notes – we are continuing
with the “Thursday Mall Gang” get togethers, but
added a little twist to it. We decided we would
alternate between the Mall, and a few of the local
restaurants to change up a little, and try out
some different cuisines. We have gone to Red
Robin on the 2nd Thursday in Feb, and the new
Applebees on the 4th Thursday in Feb. It was a
lot of fun, and a different change of pace.
OK – Now I know some of you are building, or
refurbishing something new for the upcoming
flying season. How about a little write-up and a
pic or two of your projects. It always helps to
keep
“your”
newsletter
interesting
and
informative. That’s about it for this month, so if
you have any other newsworthy items, please
send them to us.

Your Roving
Reporter

Dean Pollock

Museum Project Update - by Dean Pollock

I was finally able to make a call to Dave Austin,
curator of the museum at Arnold Palmer Airport.
Fred Snyder, Mark Yothers and I met at the museum
to see what was there, and how it was setup. We
were pleasantly surprised how nice it is. I was
awestruck when I walked in and saw Dave's Great
Lakes Biplanes. It is presently being restored to his
own personal specs. It is absolutely gorgeous with
At the rear corner of the hangar sits Dave
Austin’s Korean ERA MIG 15 Jet. It’s an impressive,
and beautiful Warbird, and Dave flies it.

the black, orange, and white color scheme. The
stabilizer and elevator, as well as a few cowl pieces,
were out getting painted, and the rudder will be
next. It is powered with a 7 cylinder radial engine.

In front of the MIG 15 was a display that really
piqued my interest. Being a race car enthusiast
and racing engine builder, I was completely
enthralled with the 1350 CU IN Allison V-12 engine,
just completely rebuilt by a local company. It is
definitely a “work of art”, and I spoke in depth with
the gentleman who rebuilt it. The Allison V-12 was
used in the Curtis P40, P51 Mustang, P38
Lightening, P39 Air Cobra, as well as others.

In front of the Great Lakes sits a home built 2/3
scale Curtis Jenny biplane that is really sweet. It
was donated by the original builder and pilot, Robert
Lombardo of Rostraver.

The last plane we looked at was a Stinson V77
Reliant that was rebuilt and restored in 1985 in
Bozeman, Montana. The plane was painted and
restored to the original “All American Airways”
configuration that was used to deliver mail
throughout Western PA.

Another feature of the museum is its unique little
movie theater that is setup to show movies and
slides. The seating looks like seats from an airliner,

and is really cool.
Shortly after Fred, Mark and I were there, a few
more members of our club showed up – Lester
Faroux, Tim Bartlow, Joe Leonatti & Bill Johns. They
also enjoyed and were impressed with the museum.
At present I have 2 very nice models that were
donated towards the museum displays. One is a kit
built DC3 done up in original Eastern Airlines
markings, and the second is a P51 Mustang. I am
cleaning and getting them ready to go over to the
museum. I’ll keep everyone posted on any further
updates.

Dean

T H A NK Y O U!
From Denny Pollock

I brought my son, Derek, to the breakfast
gathering on 2/24/16 to introduce & share him
with the club members. I would like to extend my
heartfelt THANK YOU!!! to all those present who
thanked him for his service & congratulated him
for his promotion to Master Sergeant. He just
came home on leave from his 5th deployment in
the Middle East & is a Security NCO in the AF
Reserves. He is also a DOD Police Officer at the
Naval Base in Jacksonville, FLA.. He definitely
enjoyed
breakfast,
conversation,
&
the
camaraderie shown by our club members. I am so
proud of him & all that he has accomplished &
endured. I have a special place in my mind & heart
for all military who preserve our way of life in this
country. When we got home, he expressed an
interest in learning RC & I will get him a "hangar"
started. Thanks again, Gentleman of the LHMAC.

Denny

B i l l J oh n s

B i l l C e c c c h e tti S r
T i m B a r t l ow

Ra l p h G a e b e l

J oh n & J oa n M a r s h a l l
Vaun & Carolyn Hile
Da v e Os w a l d

Paul Cunningham

Lester Faroux & his mother,
Alice
J i m & T i m i P e n n i n g t on

D i c k & S h i r l e y S c h m i tz
D on & J oa n A c c or s i
Re n e M a r q u i s

B ob B u s h m i r e
A n d a n y on e e l s e w h o n e e d s ou r
Prayers!

T y l e r C o u rt n e y
Paul R Cunningham
R a l ph W G a e be l
Joseph N Kendra
William J Kline
J o h n K M a rs h a l l
S e a n C S e k o ra
George F Wandell
M e l l i s a A nn W ha l e n
Mark G Withrow
C ry s t a l J Z i e g e n f u s

FOR SALE - WANTED - SERVICES
T H E F O L L O WI N G I T E M S A RE F O R S A L E
by Dean Pollock

Contact at: (724) 532-0210 or deanz406@yahoo.com

1. VQ Cap 10 ARF, .60 size, 60" wingspan. NIB
.....$200.00

2. Model Tech Dragonlady, .60 size, sport
plane, 66' wingspan. .... $75.00
3. HB61, R/C 2 stroke w/muffler. NIB
.....$85.00

4. WEBRA .40 Silverline. NIB .....$80.00

5. OS 40 LA, Brand New .....$65.00

6. Sportsman Aviation 1/4 Scale Super
Decathlon, W/Saito 120 4Stroke, 86" W/S, Hitec
Radio, RTF. .....$400.00
7. OS 61 SF, long stroke pattern motor
W/muffler, or tuned pipe EXC ....$100.00

8. OS 65 LA, W/muffler EXC ....$75.00

T H E F O L L O WI N G I T E M S A RE F O R S A L E
by Denny Pollock
C ont a c t a t : ( 7 2 4 ) 4 6 8 - 6 4 8 8

1) JR 12X, 12ch, Mode2, DSM2 Tx w/manual,
2) JR XP9303, 9ch, Mode2, DSM2 Tx
charger, & alum. case...reduced to $300.
w/sailplane manual, JR770S 7ch Rx, (3) 72Mhz
modules, xtra xtals, strap, charger, & JR alum.
case....reduced to $175.00.

3) NIB Art Tech Pilatus Porter PC-6 STOL
airplane

March 20th

is Palm Sunday

S P R I N G B E GI N S
HURRAY!!!!

AVIATION HISTORY

A Concise History of Air Racing
By Don Berliner

Chapter I – The Early Days
Part 3 – 1911

Circuit of Europe Race
There was no lack of imagination in air racing’s early years. The Circuit of Europe
Race, scheduled for June 18 to July 7, would start in France, go to Belgium, then to the
Netherlands, back to Belgium and France, across the England and finally back to France, for
a total of almost 1,000 miles. A purse of more than $90,000 attracted scores of pilots, few of
whom had done much cross-country flying, and none under pressure. Most of their airplanes
lacked the durability for such a long grind, while navigation aids were still in the future. But
it was a time in which courage seemed to matter more than skill and experience.
Of the 42 who started, fewer than half made it to the end of first leg. One observer
and one competitor crashed fatally at the start, though there were no more fatalities. As the
others chugged along, engines quit at the most awkward moments, airframes broke on hard
landings, and pilots got lost and sometimes landed in the wrong country.
Eight pilots made it all the way back to Paris, though only one was flying an airplane
that hadn’t been completely rebuilt or even replaced. The winner, Jean Conneau, flew a
Bleriot, completing the distance in 58 ½ hours for a speed of 17 mph and winning by more
than three hours. He and all the other starters learned valuable lessons about the need for
pre-race preparation, practice, and a qualified ground crew.
The Third Gordon Bennett Race
The race was held July at Eastchurch, England, and provided the closest finish in any
race to date, along with the first race-modified airplane seen. Gustave Hamel’s Bleriot had
its wings severely clipped, with the major result being to reduce the effectiveness of his wingwarping roll control. He failed to complete his first pylon turn, slamming into the ground and
demolishing his airplane, while escaping with no serious injuries.
The surprise winner was Charles Weymann, an American born in Haiti, whose Clean
100 hp Nieuport completed the 25 laps of the 6-km./3.7-mi. course in 1:11:36.2 for an
average of 78.11 mph. Close behind was last year’s hard-luck pilot, Alfred LeBlanc, in a
Bleriot, who was clocked in 1:13:40.2 for 75.91 mph. Third was Edward Nieuport in one of
his own airplanes in 1:14:37.2 and 74.98 mph.
The formula for long-term success in air racing was taking shape: more horsepower
and less aerodynamic drag.
The Circuit of Britain Race
The third major race of the year was a 1,010-mile cross-country event having 11
compulsory stops, which started and finished at Brooklands, site of the world’s first paved
auto race track. Twenty-one airplanes started, thanks in no small part to the $50,000 first
prize offered by the Daily Mail newspaper. Half of them were British aeroplanes, flown by
British pilots.
Only one Britisher finished, with the winner being Lt. Conneau in a Bleriot, who completed
the course in 22 hours, 28 minutes to average 45 mph. Emile Vedrines was second in a new
type, the Deperdussin monoplane, as was third-placer James Valentine. The top British
finisher was Samuel Cody in one of his own biplanes.
With this, the superiority of the monoplane was well on the way to becoming established.
The winners of all three 1911 races flew them, as did two of the runners-up.

AVIATION HISTORY
continued

Part 4 – 1912
The First Handicap Air Race
Hendon Aerodrome, now the site of the RAF Museum, north of London, was the
scene on April 14th of the first organized (rather than impromptu) handicap race. Many
hundreds of such races have been held in England right up to the present, in which the
greatly varying speeds of the airplanes are balanced out by handicapped starting times. This
permits a wide variety of airplanes to be raced.
The historic air race was the Cross-Country Handicap for the Grahame-White Cup #3
and a purse of 20 gold sovereigns ($100). Extending for two laps of the course (to Harrow
Church and back), it was won by Bentfield Hucks in a 50 hp Bleriot, followed by Jimmy
Valentine in a Bristol Prier P.1, and Gustave Hamel in a Bleriot. This kind of racing stresses
piloting skill, and traditionally produces very close finishes.
Coupe Deutsch de la Muerthe Race
The first of three separate series of races sponsored by Henri Deutsch de la Muerthe,
a French newspaper tycoon, was for a single 124-mile (200-km.) lap around Paris on May 1.
The winner was Emmanuel Helen, in a 70 hp Nieuport, who covered the course in 1 hour, 36
minutes, averaging 77.85 mph.
The Aerial Derby
The first in another series of major races was run on June 8 at Hendon Aerodrome. It
consisted of a single lap of 81 miles. The winner, in a field of six monoplanes and one
biplane, was T.O.M. Sopwith in a two-seat Bleriot in 1:23:08 for a speed of 58.46 mph.
Second was Gustave Hamel in an identical airplane, and third was W.B. Rhodes-Morehouse in
Radley-Morehouse, which resembled a Bleriot, but had a fully enclosed fuselage. Sopwith,
later famous for his biplane scouts and pursuits, received the Daily Mail Gold Cup and
$1,250.
The Fourth Gordon Bennett Race
The second Gordon Bennett Race to be held in America was on September 9 at
Clearing, near what is now Chicago’s Midway Airport. The race was for 30 laps of the 4.14mile course. A small crowd was on hand, due in part to the poor location, and to advance
publicity which predicted a runaway win by the French.
The great hope of the American Team was the “Defender”, which looked like an
improved Bleriot. When it wasn’t ready in time, only Paul Peck and his Columbia biplane
remained, and they were stuck at the starting line with a flat tire.
The French completed the expected Clean sweep. First was Jules Vedrines, in a slick
Deperdussin monoplane, in 1:01:51 for a record speed of 105.5 mph. Maurice Prevost was
second in an identical airplane, in 1:15:25 for 103.8 mph. Andre Frey, flying a Hanriot
monoplane, dropped out late in the race while averaging 94 mph.
Speed flying was fast becoming the preserve of the French, who held most of the
important world records and trophies.

REMEMBER TO SUPPORT THE
SPONSORS WHO MAKE OUR
NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

LHMAC
c/o Linda Pollock
1131 Beatty Flats Rd
Latrobe, PA 15650

